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which he has attended his records in industrial work
have been exceptionally good, the grade in one school
having been 100. In arithmetic his standing has been
consistently low. The last report stated that his mathe-
matical sense is far below par, although he has been
able to master a few of the mechanics of arithmetic. In
informational subjects the boy has always shown a keen
interest, and his knowledge of geography, history, and
literature is beyond his school grade.

The results of our mental tests led us to believe that
the explanation of his extreme incapacity for handling
numbers rests upon poor powers of dealing with arith-
metical abstractions. Certainly, in concrete fields this
boy shows extremely good ability. That his memory
powers are normal is indicated not only by the psycho-
logical tests for these mental processes, but likewise by
the fact that he has been able to acquire such a good fund
of information. On the other hand, numerical relation-
. ships which involve powers of abstraction and appreci-
ation of relationships of a very abstract nature, are alto-
gether wanting. Although the defect is surprising, con-
sidering the boy's other innate abilities, the fact that it
exists is obvious enough. We can only conclude that
there is a special defect which makes it difficult for him
to develop a concept of number.

That this particular disability has been of great sig-
nificance in his school career and has led to much irrita-
tion throughout his entire school life, goes without say-
ing. The boy had been lowered repeatedly in his school
grade and had come to regard himself as a school failure.
After the case was studied it still remained practically
impossible to obtain the training suited to his needs.
In the private schools to which he has been subsequently
sent no teacher evidently has appreciated the problem or
understood the psychological aspects of the situation.